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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – April 1, 2019 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:04 p.m. at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Bob Goodrich and Jane 
Johnson.  
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco, Linda Hunt, Roberta Visser 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Jeff Littleton, Principal Ecologist with Moosewood Ecological 
 
MINUTES 

o Meeting Minutes of March 4, 2019 were considered. Motion by Johnson to approve the Minutes of 
March 4, 2019. There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Draft NFRI Report and Phase Two Field Visit Reports – Jeff Littleton 
Smith spoke about speaking to Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler and giving him 
the CD of the report to put on the website. Smith spoke about printing extra copies for the Department Heads and 
for the two libraries. Littleton said it would cost between $40.00 and $45.00 per copy. Ten copies were discussed.  
 

Johnson moved to expend not-to-exceed $500.00 for printing of extra copies of the Natural Resources 
Inventory, second by Goodrich and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
There was a brief discussion about the contract with Moosewood Ecological for Phase II. Littleton discussed 
properties that should be visited and asked the Commission members for recommendations. Littleton mentioned 
birding places at the airport which would be worth visiting. Smith suggested using Steven Stepenuck as a resource 
to Littleton for information about properties in town.  
 
Smith asked Bernard to prepare the letters from a list from Littleton and to get them mailed and Bernard agreed.  
 
Public Input – the chair asked for public input and there was none. 
 
Mt. Cresson Management forestry plan (Meadowsend) 
Smith passed out the contract that is completed and signed fir creating a forestry plan for Mt. Cresson. He 
referred to Article II in the Agreement for forestry services at a cost of $3,000 with $600.00 deposit due upon 
signing. It was noted that Mt. Cresson is a Town Forest and therefore under the management of the Conservation 
Commission. Any funds derived from logging from the forest go into the Conservation Commission budget. 

Motion was made by Goodrich to approve $3,000 expenditure for the Forest Management Plan for Mt. 
Cresson for services to be provided by Meadowsend Consulting Co., second by Johnson, and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
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Johnson suggested that Mt. Cresson not be included in the field study being conducted by Moosewood since 
Meadowsend will be doing the forestry plan. There was agreement by consensus. 
 
Honey Hill/Mount Cresson 
Smith reported that Amanda Hollenbeck with the Conservation Land Stewardship program did a field visit to 
Honey Hill and Mount Cresson. She was accompanied by Bob McElvey who did the latest stewardship reports for 
those lands. The result was a report stating there were no issues associated with both pieces of land.  
 
Student Conservation Association Information 
Smith passed out information about the Association. Johnson noted that this group will do conservation projects 
for towns but it wasn’t clear whether the town needs to apply for a grant or the services are available for free. 
Johnson will research that. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
April Clean-up 
April Clean-up is scheduled for April 27, 2019. Smith said he can be at Town Hall to pass out bags to participants. 
There are two full boxes of bags ready to be used. Johnson suggested free advertising on Cheshire TV. Johnson 
said she would research getting certificates for free ice cream from local ice cream vendors. 
 
Ashuelot River LAC Response Information 
Smith passed out a letter from Barbara Skuly in regard to the Eaton Road reconstruction and some missing 
elements in the plan. 
 
Barry Conservation Camp 
Johnson said she would try to talk to the Superintendent of Monadnock Regional School District about ways to 
find candidates for the Camp.   
 
Recruiting Members 
Goodrich and Johnson both spoke about possible members for the Conservation Commission. Bernard was asked 
to contact Bob McElvey about the possibility of joining the Commission since she worked with him on the Open 
Space Committee in the past. 
  
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith said no money was spent during the past several months. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Goodrich with a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred 
at 5:37 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


